
 

 

 

 

EAST DEVON WAY - EAST TO WEST (LYME 
REGIS TO COLYTON) 
 

Route Summary 
 
Starting at The Square close to the bustling seafront in the popular seaside resort of Lyme 
Regis, this section of the route heads inland along footpaths and quiet country lanes.  
Climbing to the highest point at Musbury Castle, an Iron Age hillfort to the south east of the 
village of Musbury it then drops down to the flood plain of the River Axe with its wealth of 
wildlife, before arriving at the market town of Colyton.  On a clear day you will have 
stunning views.  Look out for Cannington Viaduct as you climb out of Uplyme and then the 
coast at Seaton on the approach to the highest point. 
 
Start:  The Square, Lyme Regis 
 
End: Station Road near Umborne Bridge, Colyton 
 
Distance:  8.8 miles/14.2km 
 
Estimated time:  4 hours 3 minutes 
 
Difficulty:  Category 4 

Nearest postcode:  DT7 3QD  What Three Words:  ///people.garlic.results 
 

Accessibility information:   
 
Access:  Category 4 - Some sections are not accessible to mobility vehicles and 

buggies/pushchairs due to stiles, kissing gates, 2 in 1 gates with a stepover bar, steps and 

narrow bridges.  

Terrain: Tarmac, stony tracks, narrow paths with tree roots, mud and grass.   

Field furniture:  28 gates (including eight 2 in 1 gates), 2 kissing gates, 8 stiles, 12 narrow 

footbridges, 1 cattle grid and 86+ steps. 

Total ascent:  250m 
 
Maximum gradient: There are several steep sections, one ascent of approximately 1 in 6 
(14.5%) for 120 yards/110 metres and one descent of approximately 1 in 5 (20%) for 66 
yards/60 metres. 
 
Map: OS Explorer 116 Lyme Regis and Bridport 
 

 

Other useful information: 
Dogs: Welcome under close control. 



 

 

 
Refreshments: There are a range of shops and eating places in Lyme Regis at the start 
and at Colyton at the end.  There are also village shops at Uplyme and Musbury on the 
route. 
 
Highlights: Incredible panoramic views, the chance to see Cannington Viaduct and 
explore Musbury Castle Iron Age hillfort.  The range of wildlife in the flood plain of the 
River Axe. 
 

A landscape of history 
 
Situated on the Jurassic Coast in Dorset, Lyme Regis is a popular seaside resort.  It has a 
beach and a small harbour protected by the famous curved seawall and breakwater known 
as The Cobb.  With written records dating back to 1328 the structure has protected the 
town from coastal erosion for centuries and enabled it to develop as a major port and 
shipbuilding centre.  Shipbuilding still takes place in the town today.  The area is also 
world famous for its fossils.  Ammonites and belemnites regularly wash up along the 
shoreline.  Lyme Regis was the childhood home of Mary Anning, a fossil collector, dealer, 
and palaeontologist who was known internationally for some of the most significant 
geological finds in history. 
 
Cannington Viaduct, at 28 metres/92 feet high and 200 yards/183 metres long is the 
largest structure built on a light railway in Britain.  It was only used by trains from 1903 to 
1965.  Although difficult to see now, the viaduct has ten concrete arches.  The interesting 
addition in the third arch was constructed out of pale brick to stabilise the structure as the 
west end of the viaduct settled during construction.  
  
Colyton, now a market town with a range of shops and places to eat, was reputedly one of 
the first Saxon settlements established in Devon.  It is known as ‘the most rebellious town 
in Devon’ due to the 105 local men and boys who supported the Duke of Monmouth in the 
Monmouth Rebellion, a plan to overthrow the King James II in 1685. 
 
The main building of the church of St Andrew’s, in the centre of Colyton, dates back to the 
15th and early 16th centuries, while the tower is 12th century with an unusual octagonal 
lantern top stage sitting on top.  During renovation after a fire in 1933, a late 10th century 
cross was found, which now stands beside the font. 
 
Colyton is also the northernmost stop on the Seaton Tramway, a narrow gauge heritage 
tramway that runs for 3 miles alongside the Axe Estuary and the River Coly. 
 

Important Wildlife 
 
Passing through varied habitats, this route is rich in wildlife.  Look out for dippers alongside 
the River Lim Path in Lyme Regis and also the animal homes for bees, bats and birds that 
have been installed close to the seating areas.  As you climb higher you may see 
buzzards circling above you, whilst in the flood plain of the River Axe you are likely to see 
swans, geese, little egrets and mallard ducks. 

 
 

Directions: 



 

 

 
1. Starting from the Square in Lyme Regis, cross the road into Broad Street Car Park.  

Walk up the ramp into the higher car park and head for the far right corner. 
 
2. Go down the steps and over the bridge to Town Mill.  Go past the Mill entrance and 

turn left to follow a tarmac path straight on and then around to the right between two 
water courses to a road. 

 
3. Turn left along the road and then almost immediately right up Mill Green. 
 
4. At the end of the road turn right along the River Lim Path.  Follow it straight on and 

around to the right over a footbridge.  Turn left along a narrow road to a cross roads. 
 
5. Go straight across into Windsor Terrace and continue past Higher Mill Flats to 

another cross roads.  
 
6. Go straight across and follow the road ignoring Haye Lane footpath on the left.  

Where the route divides shortly afterwards keep left. 
 
7. Follow the footpath crossing two foot bridges and going through a gate into a field.  

Follow the path through the field staying parallel with the river on your right and turning 
right over a footbridge. 

 
8. After the bridge turn left along the bridleway to Uplyme. Follow it all the way to a 

road junction - it turns into a tarmac access road for the last section. 
 
9. At the T-junction go straight across onto the River Lim Path and follow it to the next 

road. 
 
10. Head diagonally left across the road onto the footpath to the village hall.  Just 

before the next road turn right along a tarmac path, cross the house entrance and turn 
right along the pavement to the crossing.    

 
11. Cross the road and turn right along the pavement to the entrance to the Uplyme 

Village Hall.   Turn left and cross the car park in front of the Hall to the footpath to 
Venlake Holcombe.  Walk across the playing field in front of the pavilion staying 
parallel with the hedge of the right.  

 
12. Go over the footbridge and through the gate into the field.  Head diagonally uphill 

to the left aiming for the end of the hedgerow at the top of the field.  When you reach 
the hedge turn left alongside it to a metal pedestrian gate. 

 
13. Go through the gate and follow the footpath to the tarmac drive and turn left to a 

road junction.  
 
14. Turn right up Woodhouse Lane and follow the road uphill, ignoring all side turns for 

approximately 459 yards/420 metres until it starts to flatten out. 
 
15. At the cross with a footpath to the right and a bridleway to the left, turn left along 

the track. 
 



 

 

16. Follow the track to the end and go through the gate into the field.  Continue 
alongside the hedge of your right into a grassy track.  Follow this to a road.    

 
17. TAKE CARE as you go straight across the road and over a stile onto a footpath 

through fields.  Follow the hedge on your right going through a gate into a second field 
and following the right hedge down to a road. 

 
18. Go over the stile and turn right along the road and then left over the bridge.  Follow 

the road, ignoring all side turns for approximately 0.8 miles/1.4 km.  The views to your 
left just get better and better! 

 
19. Just before the road goes downhill, turn left onto a footpath through fields.  Turn 

right and follow the hedge on the right to a 2 in 1 gate.  Go through and turn left and 
follow the fence on the left.  Look diagonally right for a view of the sea at Seaton. 

 
20. Go through a metal pedestrian gate and continue to follow the hedge on the left to 

the corner of the field. 
 
21. Go over the stile on the left into the next field and follow the hedge on the right to 

go through a 2 in 1 gate.  Follow the footpath to the next 2 in 1 gate. 
 
22. Go through the gate and follow the path parallel with the trees on the left around the 

edge of Musbury Castle hillfort.  
 
23. Where the path divides, bear left downhill on a grassy track.  
 
24. Where the path divides again by woodland, turn right downhill beside the fence on 

the left.  
 
25. Continue straight on downhill through an open grassy area to a 2 in 1 gate.  Go 

through and follow the footpath diagonally right down the field, leaving the enclosure 
on your left.   

 
26. Cross the stile, turn left and follow the fenced track down to a farmyard.   
 
27. Follow the footpath through the farmyard, around to the left and down the drive.   
 
28. At the road junction bear right past the church and school on the right and continue 

to the next junction.   
 
29. Turn left (straight on) and follow the road to the next junction.   
 
30. Turn left along The Street and continue to the T-junction with the Seaton Road.   
 
31. TAKE CARE crossing the road diagonally left to a footpath beside a barn.  Go 

through the gate and follow the path through the garden area, crossing the footbridge 
and bearing left to a wooden field gate into a field.  Go through the gate and stay 
parallel with the hedge on the left.   

 
32. At the bottom of the field turn left alongside the hedge and through double metal 

pedestrian gates and continue to follow the hedge on the right.  After a short distance 
turn right through a metal pedestrian gate and over a narrow footbridge.   



 

 

 
33. Follow the hedge on the left to the end of the field and go through a metal field 

gate onto a track.  Turn right for a short distance to a minor road.   
 
34. Turn left and follow the road past Waterford Farm to the end.   
 
35. Go through a 2 in 1 gate and follow the footpath around to the right and then left to 

cross a footbridge over the River Axe.   
 
36. Follow the footpath straight on with the river on the right, going through a metal 

pedestrian gate and over a footbridge onto a track.    
 
37. Ignore the footpath on the right (Whitford Link) and take the next footpath on the 

left.  Go through a metal pedestrian gate and head straight on to a 2 in 1 gate.   
 
38. Go through the gate and follow the hedge on the left to the next 2 in 1 gate.  Go 

through and continue to follow the hedge on the left before heading diagonally right 
across the field to another 2 in 1 gate.   
  

39. Go through the gate and head diagonally left across the field towards the river.  
Walk parallel with the river for a short distance then leave the river and continue 
straight on to a gateway. This section can be quite wet in places.   

 
40. Go through into the next field and head diagonally right to a stile.  This section can 

be quite wet in places.   
 
41. Climb the stile and turn left and follow the hedge on the left.  Go through a gap 

into the second field and continue alongside the hedge to a metal pedestrian gate on 
the left.   

 
42. Go through the gate, turn right and follow the hedge on the right to a wooden kissing 

gate onto a track.   
 
43. Follow the track past Lower Cownhayne to a minor road and turn left.   
 
44. Follow the road for 426 yards/390 metres then turn right over a stile onto a footpath 

through fields.   
 
45. Follow the hedge on the left to go over a stile into the next field and head straight 

on to a bridge over a pipeline.   
 
46. Go over the bridge and up steps and turn right alongside the tramway to the 

crossing point.  Turn left across the tramway, over a bridge across the pipeline, down 
some more steps and turn right.   

 
47. Follow the footpath diagonally right across the field to go through a metal 

pedestrian gate and across a footbridge.   
 
48. Turn right after the bridge for a short distance and go through a metal pedestrian 

gate.  Turn left and follow the hedge on the left to the riverside path.   
 
49. Turn right and follow the riverside path to a footbridge.  Turn left across it.   



 

 

 
50. Take the footpath on the right parallel with the river to a wooden kissing gate.   
 
51. Go through the gate and follow the track to a concrete drive.  Turn right and follow it 

around to the left to a road. 
 
The East Devon Way continues left and then right along Rosemary Lane.  To explore 
Colyton turn left and then bear left and follow Dolphin Street up into the centre.  
Alternatively to explore the heritage tramway which runs between Colyton and 
Seaton turn right over the bridge and then right again and follow the signs for the 
Seaton Tramway. 


